The Vilna Gaon
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Why the discord?
Why the animosity?

Tk \:yalf m'.? aal phr .|:|. wéu. E T

e ‘-_},-.- a3l

s e D 8 e demnt gy

o C““" LT o
o Galidy Ztwinaor

JgET 30E MThne VIR 29p 33D oMD Sp e 7ph RS
JBToM D B3 pibse v b ohdion Miab oo 3wn
pph TSh I YSh3 TiTD WS PIpBaa. =a3ndy Ty TAwIm
“Hhamion. prisal 20 DF 95N ADIED WA T 0 PV niTHe
LBpTT POLpDoODD. EVIPD VPHR: o0l B A e
DPVFEDIZEN Phan 136 IE TS e phaoy 2 ph M AbnE
ORI PP DT 3D Tiop DR oeID TRl iz oI
WIE O 330 A TR AN DPI0 WIE N D) makh v
3buDy 370 mb Sho L3708 TG Y31 130N O BN W OB D
b oof 31 D onb 2ob pram wptume 13 IO .Conbhp on
75 7PN mibp DG M PEo LIMhE o 5o ey ofa
DME DI PNID [3p5 oM ovob thapsh 0b

> Covk o 9Dy 10 B IER b DrEpo 30 mb 1M
03B mnp W 3o0 amb 3hp MSh Tmp Dk T2

T WD 3 3R> k3 ern il FEn Saph po i wh ph B0
233 DD TNBM DRI PR Bh FW D 3o b DD Hsh
obry Cowin Db wpd O9m bpb i ob wse PR oh
3% Wmb 3Ro O6Y ED DR DDA Ik MIED T3 g oeh
o SpD *ED LYPD 0D R0 oiu pipp oPh R A owee
sy CODMI CARNOR Ko D oppm ooy (G oY) I
£ *p3 Db DTPY ADDTID OREDY DAED N SRTHL TETH OMED
DoPh ATITHD FYEE Of O PRSE 1 0 DS b [TD oiE 27
gy mf B3P S R DIPWI Fap e ¢TmEs or o
b bp oo pb B S DVRD TinDE RS [EG I e YA
foeh pipts pRI Yeap Mh P36 7B MEsp bW PRSI Dbo
198 opve D BEn pion £ oTins .y DD WD I8 DHCRT
by omn3 xnz o Ak 3 3REDE T LvoR 30 SE by
Shanen WD axm azhon: oS Rb R qcn
RITRELE I ol ST n R oTnn 23 jEal R RN
T Mo ek - 3

xR Wi 23 ovpkthorn b
swrkso hreh oS

ThpD I3 3R AL

s
= £55 b1 035 ot oty
szt Sioed ondap oob b
5s prphy Tdh 3
ety 1ni B vk Pl b P
F7oRaRE T 0




he! =1~
v 2Pyt DETIn
g-gi-=R-

TUTIOHR AITAN TR 270 T 519 0P 30 N W 130 R
Y RIe TP P W TN TOn
o TN AR AP aee
[nas
S1IEY PURATREIITWE PP MDY PYPD DT 9 TN MR e

qu pr’ nmijn ; " e PTP3 [B M T'3RY DD WK A DY e

MDY PUpa bTEms
NS ST Y

T3 TS e I R T e 1 §
b oKt PP Db TR TN TRR ODNeNA PN pRaa 3N ' G TN MG OB ANANG AP NI TEM R 215 orh
H”HE?FTB‘T 1757 oeT 2Pyt e ; : T WP AR TIHD BN DR TN YR NDNS RS pnenn
i P 3TN PR I
TR PR3 AT T OHD N e .
3P TN DTNRY TR PURD TRIIRY PR
VI PPS OTD R N RS ¥ e TRy
— Mxy xT
oz mp wes vhr mbn iz WP Y pTn Yy
PTTRS 3P 1 ' T S
3R T3 T WA T3 pn Ny pota am e sim :
¢ IDRST TTTESED DIhE RO M MrRmnET R BUhs twono T ¢
B Lo by TP ARID MeTID J110 192 RIpA 3733 7wl : .
TAD TR ApD TR MTNR TURIM DUrn oee 1k s — ; G TN E
! 7

a1 by e i e Yo
TR T TP N TINIP Mn 13 Py
RURD e TMp REFTISDIRD IRDURTD X [
Ty e mv
: amn peber pore

oY R Tk . » I RMRD 0t TP
i, .

2w 0o Ipy° e Mm%

%( au™ Ptn j%

256 Lop o T W3 HPBE M 90
3PP TIE DY T by gDy 3p DTOD
bp ogqom Yo oway M 1op 19h ) pn
IPDY TIM PYTS Dby 1H LOMIN3 oo M

JIDP D DI

W OTIR PR T b WY o 1Y
Sps onh Y g b YD OTh

oD OF Das p3ob %D ,eDY oMb
By I I T b IS L TEp
v Y5hY Db WHPS @ waw) TIP3



RABBt SCHNEUR ZALMAN

... May my opening words fall upon attentive ears to
hear truthful words of genuine truth in regard to the dis-
pute with our opponents.

If it had been possible for me to bring the matter to a
proper conclusion with them—surely there is no greater
mitzvah than establishing peace among Jews. But what was
there for us to do that we did not do? We have tried very
hard in this matter, but we did not succeed. We are inno-
cent before G-d and Israel.

With prior notice we went to the house of HaGaon
HaChasid, long may he live, to debate with him and to
remove his censures from us. | was there together with the
Rav and Chasid Rabbi Mendel Horodoker of saintly mem-
ory, but he {the Gaon of Vilna] shut the door to us twice.
When the notables of the community spoke to him,
“Master, behold, their famous Rav came to debate with your
Torah Eminence; and should he be defeated it will certain-
ly bring peace upon Israel,” he staved them off by various
pretexts. But when they began to implore him persistently,
he disappeared, leaving the city and staying away until the
day we left the city, as the elders of your city know.

Subsequently, in our province, we went to the commu-
nity of Shklov, again to seek a debate, and we did not suc-
ceed. They did unto us things that should not be done,
reneging upon the promise they had promised us not to
mistreat us. But seeing that they had nothing with which
to refute us, they resorted to violence, purporting to rely on
the authority of HaGaon HaChasid, long may he prosper.

In truth, we judged him in the scale of merit, inasmuch
as the matter had been completely resolved in his mind,
without a doubt or any shadow of a doubt, and he had
arrived at a verdict on the testimony of many trustworthy
witnesses insofar as a man can see superficially.
Accordingly, when he heard a word of Torah quoted to him
by the notorious provocateur’? who interpreted it, he did
not look upon it favorably or try to justify it, perchance the
agent had slightly misquoted it. For, as is well known, a
minor change in language may alter the matter from one
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extreme o the very other. It certainly could not have
occurred to him that they [the Chasidic leaders) might be
in possession of the word of G-d received from Elijah [the
Prophet] of saintly memory, to interpret and sublimate rhe
material {language] of the holy Zohar in a mystical manner
that had eluded him, since it can be transmitted only
directly from mouth to mouth, and not through the said
agent. But because the attainment of such a high level [to
merit the revelation of Elijah] required a very great aml
profound sanctity, diametrically opposed to that {level
which had been confirmed to him by witnesses whom his
Eminence considered trustworthy—and usually people do
not err to such an extent, from one extreme to another—
he refused to accept from us any argument, answer or
defense whatsoever, or any explanation of the word of
‘Torah which he had heard [in our name], nor anything else
whatever.

And why should this day be different? For even now
nothing has been heard from him in the way of a retreat
and regret from [his position in] bygone days, to indicate
that any doubt has now arisen [in his mind) perchance they
[the opponents] had been wrong. On the contrary, the
money is the proof, namely, the fact that he demanded two
thousand adumim for tzedakah or other worthy cause, This
was because he did not wish to waste his time. For, as you
know, I have answers to all the questions, which are well-
known in our provinces; but they did nor aceept the
answers, as we have personally witnessed in the communi-
ty of Shklov. Now, therefore, why should 1 toil in vain? For
the dictum of our Sages of blessed memory is well known:
“Just as it is a mitzvah to say a thing that will be heeded, so
it is a mitzveh not to say a thing that will nat be heeded.”
- . . Especially after the many evil deeds which have been
perpetrated against our Chasidic fellowship in the province
of Lithuania and Little Russia on the basis of the expressed
opinion of HaGaon HaChasid, particularly to his disciples;
and a friend has a friend. | have seen with My OWIl eyes a
letter written by one of his disciples in Vilna in the name
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